STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS
Commercial board Meeting MINUTES

May 17, 2012
The regular monthly meeting of the Board was called to order at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

 Members of the Board present:


Byron Talbot, Chairman


Vic Weston, Vice Chairman




 




Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux







William Clouatre






Courtney Fenet, Jr. 







August Gallo, Jr. 







Kenneth Jones 







Donald G. Lambert






Lee Mallett






Garland Meredith 







Christopher Stuart  

Mr. Nelson A. “Andy” Dupuy, Jr., Mr. George Crain, Mr. Danny Graham and Mr. Art Walker were absent. 

Finding a quorum present, the regular order of business began.

Also attending the meeting were: Michael B. McDuff, Executive Director; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Stephanie Laborde, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Bobbie Hughes, Emma Payne, Lori Guthrie, Kellie Prudhomme, John Dixon, Deborah Irwin, and Sharon Fabre; Compliance Director Brent Templet; Compliance Supervisor Lynwood Allemore; and Investigators, Chris Verges, Todd Brady, Carl Bourque, Frank Vaughan, Dylan Bourg, and Marianne Sullivan; and Keri Dupont, recording the minutes.

Mr. Courtney Fenet led the members and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Judge Darrell White gave the invocation.  Judge White introduced himself, and advised those present of his duties.

A. A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept 




the Minutes of the April 19, 2012 regular meeting.  The Motion passed. 

B. Mr. Michael McDuff introduced special guests, Mr. Bill Croft, Mr. Mark Palmer and Mr. Toby Garcia with the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program.  Mr. McDuff also introduced Mr. Patrick Descant and Ms. Becky Descant.  


Mr. Weston presented Resolutions honoring former Board Member, Mr. Don Patrick Descant, 
and former Board Administrator, Ms. Frances Gilson Hughes.  


Mr. Bill Croft, with the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, gave a brief presentation.  

NEW BUSINESS
C.
JUDGMENT HEARING(S):
1. 
a)
 Allison Renovations, LLC, Avondale, Louisiana –  Home Improvement Registration No. 554627.  La. R.S. 37:2150-2192.
Mr. Kennedy Allison, Owner, appeared and was sworn in and asked for a continuance.  Ms. Laborde introduced the Judgment into the record which was accepted by Judge White.  Ms. Darlene Stripling, the Homeowner, appeared and made a statement to the Board.    A Motion was made to deny the continuance.  The Motion passed.   A motion was made to give 60 days to satisfy the Judgment; if the Judgment is not satisfied, the license of Allison Renovations, LLC will be revoked.  The Motion passed.  

b)
 Allison Renovations, LLC, Avondale, Louisiana –Home Improvement Registration No. 554627. La. R.S. 37:2158 (A) (9).
Mr. Kennedy Allison, Owner, appeared and was sworn in and asked for a continuance.  Ms. Laborde introduced the Judgment into the record which was accepted by Judge White.  Ms. Janet Marks, the Homeowner, appeared and made a statement to the Board.   A Motion was made to deny the continuance.  The Motion passed.   A motion was made to give 60 days to satisfy the Judgment; if the Judgment is not satisfied, the license of Allison Renovations, LLC will be revoked.    The Motion passed.  
2.
C Core, Inc., Rayne, Louisiana –Commercial Contractor’s license No. 45356 and Residential Contractor’s License No. 88235.  La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, and Sec. 115 (C). 
Mr. Frank White, attorney, appeared on behalf of the Judgment Creditor.  Ms. Laborde introduced the Judgment into the record which was accepted by Judge White.  A Motion was made to revoke the license of C Core, Inc.   The Motion passed.  
3.
Darrell’s Electric, Inc., Clinton, Louisiana –Commercial Contractor’s License No. 41212, La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, and Sec. 115 (C). 

Matter Continued. 

4. Laird’s Plumbing, Mechanical and Services, LLC, Denham Springs, Louisiana – Commercial Contractor’s License No. 37345. La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, and Sec. 115 (C). 
Mr. William Laird appeared and was sworn in.  Mr. Frank White, attorney, appeared on behalf of the Judgment Creditor.  Ms. Laborde introduced the Judgment into the record which was accepted by Judge White.  A Motion was made to give Laird’s Plumbing, Mechanical and Services, LLC, thirty days to satisfy the Judgment.  If the Judgment is not satisfied within thirty days, the license of give Laird’s Plumbing, Mechanical and Services, LLC will be revoked.  The Motion passed.  
D.  Compliance Hearing(S): 

1.
a)
Cordova Construction Company, Inc., Nacogdoches, Texas –La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4), and Sec. 1109 Rules and Regulations of the Board.



Ms. Hughes presented the Board with a settlement offer tendered by Cordova Construction Company, Inc.  A motion was made to deny the settlement offer.  The Motion passed.  

b)
Edward Lavelle Sugg d/b/a Edward Sugg d/b/a Sugg Plumbing, Bernice, Louisiana –.La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4), and Sec. 109 Rules and Regulations of the Board.
No representative was present.  Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Todd Brady, Compliance Investigator, and introduced it into the record.  A Motion was made to find Edward Lavelle Sugg d/b/a Edward Sugg d/b/a Sugg Plumbing in violation and immediate license revocation.  The Motion passed.  

c)
Quality Air Conditioning, Heating and Refrigeration, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4).


No representative was present.  Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit books with Todd Brady, Compliance Investigator, and introduced them into the record.  A Motion was made to find Quality Air Conditioning, Heating and Refrigeration, LLC in violation and immediate license revocation.  The Motion passed. 

d)
Sergio Villicana d/b/a SVS Construction, Edinburg, Texas – La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).
Ms. Lori Guthrie translated for Mr. Sergio Villicana.  Mr. Sergio Villicana, Owner, appeared and entered a No Contest plea, which was accepted by the Board.  Compliance Investigator Todd Brady was called and made a statement to the Board.  A Motion was made to fine Sergio Villicana d/b/a SVS Construction, $1000.00 plus court costs. The Motion passed.   
2.
Gerace Construction Company, Inc. of Michigan d/b/a  Gerace Construction Company, Inc., Midland, Michigan -  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4) and Sec. 109 Rules and Regulations of the Board.
Mr. Emile Joseph, attorney, appeared on behalf of  Gerace Construction Company, Inc. of Michigan d/b/a Gerace Construction Company, Inc. and presented the Board with a settlement offer.  A Motion was made to accept the offer.  The Motion passed.  
3.
a)
Wilbur L. Anderson, Inc. d/b/a Western Towers, San Angelo, Texas –  La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).


Matter Continued.  

b)
Burks Tower Specialist, Inc., Onalaska, Texas –  La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).

Matter Continued.  

4.
Bass Contractors, Inc., Metairie, Louisiana -  La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, and Sec. 101Rules and Regulations of the Board.

No representative was present.  Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Carl Bourque, Compliance Investigator, and introduced it into the record.  A Motion was made to find Bass Contractors, Inc in violation and to allow 10 days to provide the requested information.  If the information is not received by the Board, the License of Bass Contractors, Inc. will be immediately revoked.  The Motion passed.
5.
JLJ Construction, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana -  La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, and Sec. 101 Rules and Regulations of the Board.
Mr. James Jones, Owner, appeared and admitted the allegations against JLJ Construction, LLC, which was accepted by the Board.  A motion was made to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.  A Motion was made to allow JLJ Construction, LLC, thirty days to provide the requested information to the Board. If the requested information is not provided, JLJ Construction, LLC will be fined $1000.00 plus court costs.  The Motion passed.    
6.
Clarence Dale Fontenot, Jr. d/b/a AMP Electric, LLC. d/b/a AMP Electric and Landscaping Lighting d/b/a AMP Electric and Landscape, Lake Charles, Louisiana –  La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, and Sec.109 (A) Rules and Regulations of the Board.
Mr. Clarence Dale Fontenot appeared, was sworn in, and entered a No Contest plea.  A Motion was made to accept the plea.  The Motion passed. A Motion was made to fine Clarence Dale Fontenot, Jr. d/b/a AMP Electric, LLC. d/b/a AMP Electric and Landscaping Lighting d/b/a AMP Electric and Landscape court costs.   The Motion passed.  
7.
Fusion Construction, Inc., Westwego, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(9).

Mr. Steve Mauterer, attorney, appeared on behalf of Fusion Construction, Inc. and denied the allegations.   Ms. Judith Weatherby, Qualifying Party, appeared and was sworn in.  Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Lynwood Allemore, Compliance Investigator, and introduced it into the record.  Mr. Mauterer made a statement to the Board.  A Motion was made to dismiss the allegations against Fusion Construction, Inc. with regard to the 752 Avenue D location and to advise the Board of the pending litigation with regard to the 1058 Avenue D location.  The Motion passed.  
8.
Kenny Smith d/b/a Danny Ray’s Construction, Coushatta, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2163 (A)(4).

Matter Continued.  

E.
ACT 725/SETTLEMENT OFFER(S):
1.
a)
Quaternary Resource Investigations, L.L.C., Baton Rouge, Louisiana –  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4).



A Motion was made to accept the Act 725 Settlement Offer.  The Motion passed.  

b)
David Watkins d/b/a Dave’s Electric, Denham Springs, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).


A Motion was made to accept the Act 725 Settlement Offer.  The Motion passed.  

c)
Tim’s Proficient Plumbing Repair, LLC, Denham Springs, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).



A Motion was made to accept the Act 725 Settlement Offer.  The Motion passed.  

2.
a)
Nichols Contracting and Consulting L.L.C., Iowa, Louisiana –  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4).



A Motion was made to accept the Act 725 Settlement Offer.  The Motion passed.
b) Anthony Minor’s Plumbing, Lake Charles, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).
        A Motion was made to accept the Act 725 Settlement Offer.  The Motion passed
3.
Peter IV Productions, Mandeville, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4).

A Motion was made to accept the Act 725 Settlement Offer.  The Motion passed.  


4. Trahan Construction, LLC, Lake Arthur, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4).

A Motion was made to accept the Act 725 Settlement Offer.  The Motion passed.  

OLD BUSINESS

F.
COMPLIANCE HEARING/Continuance(s):
1. Huda, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana –  La. R.S. 37:2167(A).
Mr. Jimmy Castex, attorney, appeared on behalf of Huda, LLC. and entered a No Contest plea.  A Motion was made to accept the plea.  The Motion passed. A Motion was made to fine Huda, LLC, 10% of the project value plus court costs. The Motion passed, with one objection.   

2.
William A. Sykes d/b/a Sykes Electric, St. Francisville, Louisiana –  La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, and  Sec. 109 (A) Rules and Regulations of the Board.

Ms. Hughes presented the Board with a settlement offer tendered by William A. Sykes d/b/a Sykes Electric.  A motion was made to accept the settlement offer presented.  The Motion passed.  
3.
Dan-Son Developers, LLC, Bogalusa, Louisiana – Commercial License Number 50830 and State Residential Building License Number 880221. La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(2).  

Mr. Sam Collett, attorney, appeared on behalf of Dan-Son Developers, LLC and entered a No Contest plea, which was accepted by the Board. Mr. and Mrs. Saucier appeared and were sworn in.  A Motion was made to fine Dan-Son Developers, LLC. $1000.00 plus court costs. The Motion passed.  
4.
Southwestern Services, Fort Worth, Texas -    La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).

Ms. Hughes presented the Board with a settlement offer tendered by Southwestern Services.  A Motion was made to accept the settlement offer presented.  The Motion passed.  
5.
Develop USA, LLC, Lake Charles, Louisiana –   La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).

Mr. Craig Kaster, attorney, appeared on behalf of Develop USA, LLC and entered a No Contest plea, which was accepted by the Board. Mr. Kaster presented the Board with  settlement offer.  A Motion was made to accept the offer. The Motion passed.  
G.
COMPLIANCE HEARING/RECONSIDERATION OF PENALTY:
1.
Donald Gerdon Allen, Slidell, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(9).

Matter continued.  
H.
COMPLIANCE HEARING/REQUEST FOR RE-HEARING:

1.
American Standard Foundation Repair of Southern Louisiana, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana –  La. R.S. 37:2167 (A).

Ms. Catherine Davidson, attorney, appeared and asked the Board to grant the re-hearing.  A Motion was made to grant the re-hearing and to reinstate the license of American Standard Foundation Repair of Southern Louisiana, LLC.  The Motion passed.   
I.
2011 Audit Presentation:  Ken Alford - Provost, Salter, Harper, & Alford, LLC.

Mr. Ken Alford presented the Board with his report.   A motion was made to accept the report.  The 
Motion passed. 
J.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:


1.
Report from the Staff 



Ms. Dupuy advised the Board of the Ethics Board reporting requirements.  

2.
Building Committee 


Mr. Weston had nothing to report.  

3.
Classification and Testing Committee



Mr. Weston informed the Board that the committee had met and would report at another time.

4.
Legislative/Rules and Regulations Committee 



Mr. Gallo briefed the Board on the Bills that were passed this Session.  

5.
Act 725 Committee 



Mr. Stuart informed the Board that the committee has met and had denied one of the Act 725 


offers.

6.
Finance Committee 



Mr. Clouatre made a Motion to accept the finances as presented, which was seconded by 



Mr. Lambert.  The Motion passed.     
7.
Residential Building Committee

Mr. Weston made a Motion to reverse the actions of the Residential Committee with regards to Ruston Properties, and to reduce the previously assessed fine to $2500.00.  The Motion passed with one objection.  

Mr. Weston made a Motion to reverse the actions of the Residential Committee with regards to Deco Dream Homes, and to reduce the previously assessed fine to $2500.00.  The Motion passed with two objections.  

A Motion was made to accept the Minutes and ratify all other actions of the Residential Committee from the April 4, 2012 meeting, which was seconded by Mr. Gallo. The Motion passed. 
K.
Consideration of residential licensure applications, and home improvement registration applications as listed and attached to the agenda.  (Pages 6-10) 
A Motion was made to approve the residential licensure applications.  The Motion passed.  


A Motion was made to approve the home improvement registrations.  The Motion passed.   
L.
Consideration of commercial licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages12-15)
A Motion was made to accept the commercial licensure exemptions.   The Motion passed.   

A Motion was made to accept the new application exemptions.  The Motion passed.  

A Motion was made to accept the licensed exemptions and Act 725 with the exception of Eric Eugene Hughes.  Mr. Fenet recused himself from voting.  The Motion passed

M.
Consideration of mold remediation application as listed and attached to the agenda. (Page 17)
A Motion was made to accept the mold remediation applications.  The Motion passed.

N.
Consideration of additional classifications as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 19-20)
A Motion was made to accept the additional classifications.  The Motion passed.

O.
Consideration of commercial applications as listed and attached to the agenda. 

· Pending All Requirements Being Met (Pages 22-26)
· Regular Commercial Applications  (Pages 27-29)

A Motion was made to approve the commercial applications.   The Motion passed.


A Motion was made to go into Executive Session to discuss security issues and procedures. The Motion 
passed.  


A Motion was made to reconvene the General Session.  The Motion passed.   

ADJOURNMENT

A Motion was made adjourn at 12:31.  The Motion passed.  




________________________________________________




Chairman




_________________________________________________




Secretary/Treasurer
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